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education, and for help in applying for
SNAP benefits.

These families will also be referred to
specific social service providers for
other resources like stable housing, fi-
nancial literacy, employment services,
and much more.

In the Boston area, as Ms. D’Amato
pointed out in The Boston Globe, The
Greater  Boston Food Bank is
partnering with community health
centers to screen for food insecurity in
their patients, provide toolkits of
available food assistance and resources
for families, and operate free mobile
markets that distribute fresh fruits
and vegetables to hundreds and hun-
dreds of people a month.

The community health needs assess-
ment, which came out of the Affordable
Care Act, has required collaboration
among public health experts and other
stakeholders to identify the health
challenges of communities across our
country. It has forced these groups to
look holistically at measures that can
be taken to address the most pressing
health issues facing families in these
areas. It is just one example of the
positive impact the Affordable Care
Act is having on our constituents.

Mr. Speaker, if we repeal the Afford-
able Care Act, as my Republican col-
leagues are trying to do, there is no
guarantee that these innovations and
collaborations will continue. We need
to focus on ending hunger now.

FHA MORTGAGE INSURANCE
PREMIUM CUT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, there
is no better sign of a healthy economy
than a healthy real estate market. We
know this in this country from bitter
experience since the real estate and fi-
nancial collapse of 2008.

In my State in Connecticut, we are
barely at a place now where home sales
and home equity has even come in a
positive direction and climbing back
towards what existed back in 2008 when
the collapse occurred.

Listening to the President’s speech
on Friday where he very powerfully
talked about the forgotten American,
middle class individuals and working
people who really felt that they were
left behind in terms of the work that
happens in this city, he clearly touched
a nerve that propelled him to the
White House. As I said, it was probably
the most powerful part of his message
that he delivered on Friday.

I mention that because it was aston-
ishing that within an hour after taking
the oath, President Trump signed an
executive order rolling back a rate re-
duction for mortgage insurance for
homeowners. What that means is that
for many homeowners—particularly
first-time home buyers—they need to
have mortgage insurance in order to
qualify for a mortgage. That ensures
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that if there is a default, that the
mortgage will be paid off. It de-risks
the loan so that, again, particularly
people who are first-time home buyers
can actually buy a house. The Federal
Housing Administration, FHA, runs
this mortgage insurance program.

Again, there was a rate reduction
that was slated to go into effect on
January 27, from 0.85 percent down to
0.6 percent. President Trump canceled
that reduction.

So what does that mean?

The National Association of Real-
tors, which is hardly a partisan group,
has, in the wake of that order, released
numbers that about 750,000 to 800,000
homeowners are going to be adversely
affected by losing those savings that
are just going to go to the government,
by the way. Those mortgage premiums
basically are paid into the government.
And right now there is a surplus in
that account, which is why the rate re-
duction was slated to go into effect.
There is no reason for the government
to be overcharging for mortgage insur-
ance, given the healthy balance that
exists in that mortgage insurance ac-
count.

They also calculate that 30,000 to
40,000 home buyers will not buy a home
in 2017 because of that order that was
issued on Friday. Again, these are peo-
ple who—$500 to $1,000, which is going
to come out of their pocket in terms of
higher payments because of this execu-
tive order—are basically going to be
priced out of buying a home. The home
builders, the realtors, the people who
are closest to the market and clearly
are not partisan—I mean, I know a lot
of these guys in my district, and they
are staunch Republicans in many
cases—are dumbfounded at the fact
that that order, of all things, within
the first hours of the new administra-
tion, would be a priority for, again, the
new Trump administration.

We have work to do in terms of get-
ting this economy turned around, but
if you look at home ownership, home
construction, buying a house, having a
healthy real estate market, that is ab-
solutely the sweet spot of trying to
succeed in this country. We do not need
to be overcharging Americans for
mortgage insurance, which, again, is
the gateway for home ownership, par-
ticularly at that lower end of the mar-
ket. Because every time someone buys
a house for $200,000 or $250,000 in Con-
necticut, which is towards the lower
end, or even lower in other parts of the
country, that frees up existing home-
owners either to buy up or to retire or
get a condo. When those people are
locked out—which raising these mort-
gage insurance premiums are going to
effectively do—we are just stifling the
real estate market from recovering.
That is a bad start in terms of an ad-
ministration that says it is about
growing America’s economy.

I will pledge to my constituents that
I am going to do everything I can to re-
verse that unwise order and help the
folks who are out there doing the hard
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work of selling houses, building houses,
hiring people, to accomplish their goal
because when they succeed, America
succeeds.

——

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 11
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
[ 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at 2 p.m.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Thank You, God, for giving us an-
other day. This prayer is authored by a
high school class at St. Anne Episcopal
in West Chester, Ohio.

Dear God, we ask You to bless our
country during this time of leadership
transition. We ask that You guide the
people of this land, and all nations, to
honor one another, serve the common
good, and promote the dignity and free-
dom of every person. We pray that ev-
eryone who rules this country might
pursue peace and justice.

We pray for wisdom, humility, and
mercy to be in the hearts of our leaders
as they make decisions for the welfare
of all people. We ask that You allow
our world’s leaders, and those who have
the burden of any power or authority,
to execute their actions for the justice
of the world and in harmony with Your
word.

Please help to guide the President as
he takes on his role. Ease his mind so
that he is able to do his job. Help him
to keep in mind the thoughts of others,
to have a listening heart and an open
mind, and to remember that he is a
representative of all people of this
country. Help him to do the will of
what is best for the Nation.

We pray to You, O God, for the
world’s security, safety, and tran-
quility. Please let there be a guiding
light to peace for all people and an end
to all war and violence.

In Your name, we pray.

Amen.

——

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.
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Mr. BILIRAKIS led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

PRAY FOR VICTIMS OF STORM IN
GEORGIA

(Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I have the great privilege of
representing a beautiful part of this
country. Many of you have seen it on
the news lately. Cook County is ground
zero for the storms that hit this past
weekend. We have seven deaths in Cook
County, two in Berrien, two in Brooks,
four in Dougherty—outside of my dis-
trict—and we have four lives lost in
Mississippi as well.

As I speak to you, the Georgia For-
estry Commission is searching for five
who are unaccounted for with cadaver
dogs. I would ask that you pray for the
families who have lost so much, and I
would ask that we also pray that they
find those who are unaccounted for.

Mr. Speaker, I want to say one thank
you as well to the first responders, the
volunteers, those from other counties
who have provided mutual aid, and the
churches who have opened their doors
to take care of those who have lost
their homes. Thank you.

And I also want to thank Governor
Deal and President Trump, both of
whom were available yesterday to offer
their support and pledge to help our
communities rebuild.

———
WOMEN’S HEALTH ATTACKS

(Ms. FRANKEL of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, the age of coat hanger medicine has
returned.

It may be a new year, a new Con-
gress, a new administration, but Re-
publicans are taking us back to a dan-
gerous past, one where women were
maimed and killed by back-alley abor-
tions.

Today, our new President signed an
executive order restricting safe abor-
tions for women around the world. And
tomorrow, Republicans will vote to
block American women from access to
full reproductive care.

Our government is about to enter our
bedrooms and take the lives and lib-
erty of our women and our families.

With every breath, we must fight
back.

———

CONSTITUENT EXPERIENCES WITH
OBAMACARE
(Mr. BUCSHON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, last
week, I met with a group of my con-
stituents to discuss their experiences
with the Affordable Care Act.

Here is what I heard: My deductible
went from $2,500 to $6,000, so it wasn’t
even worth it.

The first year wasn’t too bad until I
found out I needed a knee replacement,
said a constituent who found out her
surgery wouldn’t be covered because
her physician was excluded from her
plan’s network.

A professor who saw his hours cut
after passage of ObamaCare and lost
his insurance because it didn’t comply
with the law’s mandates said: I had to
get a second job and sometimes a third
job, and it made it very difficult.

A local small business owner saw pre-
miums on his group plan increase by as
much as $2,500 a month for family cov-
erage and $975 a month for single em-
ployee coverage.

There were skyrocketing premiums,
unaffordable deductibles, restricted ac-
cess to physicians, and loss of cov-
erage.

Mr. Speaker, these are real stories
from real people in my district who
want relief from the Affordable Care
Act.

We are working to save patients from
this disastrous law and to build a bet-
ter healthcare system that lowers
costs, expands access, and empowers
patients.

MORTGAGE INSURANCE HURTS
HOMEOWNERS

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I was real-
ly disappointed that, on his first day in
office, President Trump took action
through executive order to make it
more difficult for hardworking families
to own a home.

With this executive order that the
President signed, again, on day one, he
canceled a scheduled FHA directive
that would have saved American home-
owners hundreds of dollars a year.

Under President Obama, millions of
Americans were set to receive hundreds
of dollars in reduction in those fees,
saving on their mortgage payments,
saving on their monthly payment.

Under this executive order, not only
will Americans with mortgages pay
more than they would have, but it will
also prevent many Americans from
being able to own a home.

In fact, according to the National As-
sociation of Realtors, 40,000 American
families who could have purchased a
home will not have access to that part
of the American Dream because of this
executive order by President Trump.
This has a real impact.

Rather than obsessing about the size
of crowds at inaugurations, we ought
to focus on this. This is real news.
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FLOOD INSURANCE INTEGRITY
ACT

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to discuss important legislation
I will soon be introducing in this Con-
gress, the Flood Insurance Integrity
Act.

Flooding and flood insurance are
major issues for Florida and my dis-
trict. Our community along the coast
is prone to experiencing hurricanes and
tropical storms on a regular basis.
Flood insurance is a must where we
live.

But right now, the National Flood In-
surance Program bases its flood insur-
ance rates on maps that can be 50 years
or older. Many are completely out of
date and often inaccurate. It is also
one of the reasons that NFIP is over $23
billion in debt.

The Flood Insurance Integrity Act
will require an open and transparent
annual review of flood maps. It sounds
good.

Americans who need flood insurance
should be able to trust that their flood
insurance premiums accurately reflect
their flood risk. It is the least we can
do. So that is why this bill seeks to do
that.

MOURNING THE LOSS OF
DETECTIVE JERRY WALKER

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to honor the memory of Detective
Jerry Walker of Little Elm, Texas.

Detective Walker was lost in the line
of duty last week when he responded to
an emergency call that involved an ac-
tive shooter. This great loss has cast a
shadow of sadness over our close-knit
community. This is the first time in
the city’s history that we have lost an
officer in the line of duty.

Detective Walker was a dedicated
member of our police force and commu-
nity. He was a husband, a father, a
mentor, and a friend to many. I had the
privilege of meeting Detective Walker
when he was on duty at one of my
townhall meetings in the summer of
2014. His dedication to protecting the
residents of Little Elm was evident in
all that he did.

Dallas Cowboys’ wide receiver Cole
Beasley sums up this loss precisely
saying: ‘“We lost a good one.”

Our town of Little Elm continues to
mourn the loss of one of our heroes. His
service to our community will not be
forgotten.

I extend my deepest sympathy to De-
tective Walker’s family and will con-
tinue to keep them in my prayers.

———
EXCESSES OF MILITARY-
INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX

(Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee asked
and was given permission to address
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